
Suggestions for 
Improving the 
Home-School 
Connection 

  We all know what it’s like: the child has had two weeks 
of vacation at Christmas.  When queried about homework, 
the child has indicated that he or she has none-until the 
night before school starts again.  Then, at the very last 
minute, the child reports that a project is due the next day 
and that you have to take him to the store.  As you calmly 
reply that you will not venture out into that dark night, and 
that the project will not be done at that late hour, the child 
wails, “But my teacher will KILL ME!” 

  At this point, the parent is tempted to call the teacher, as 
did many parents when I was a teacher.  “Don’t blame my 
child,” they’d say, “Blame me.  I didn’t take her to the 
store.”  Now, this is where I would reply that it was not the 
parent who was at fault here, but the child.  Parents have 
this innate desire to protect their children, to keep them 
from having to be responsible, or from having to suffer 
consequences.  But the lessons of life are, in the long run, 
more permanent that the lessons in school.  Children 
should learn from their mistakes, their child-like careless-
ness, forgetfulness, and omissions; often it is these more 
painful lessons that will make the most lasting impression. 

  I think that raising a child is like teaching a child how to 
swim: there you are in the water with your hand under the 
kid’s stomach.  Now, you have a dilemma; if you take your 
hand away from the kid’s stomach too soon, the child will 

never learn how to swim.  If you keep your hand under the 

kid’s stomach too long, the kid will never learn how to 
swim.  In our adult wisdom, we can discern what conse-
quences to shield our children from; anything that brings 
physical or mental harm is to be avoided.  But the little 
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praise goes a long way toward communicating to our chil-
dren our approval and love. 

  Along the way, children will have many friends, buddies, 
chums, classmates, and pals.  They will, however, have only 
one set of parents.  In spite of all that parents give their chil-
dren, the greatest gift they can give is the gift of their 
parenthood.  Whatever else our children need of want, it is 
parents that are and should be the most important people in 
their lives.   

When I hear the parent of a child or teenager refer to him or 
herself as the child’s “friend”, I cringe.  There will come a 
time when parent and child can be friends, but that will be in 
adulthood.  Children need lines, clear lines that are bounda-
ries for their behavior.  When we try to be friends, those 
lines are blurred and we leave our children without clear 
guides for their behavior and attitudes.  Parents are the ones 
that make the important decisions, such as where the child 
attends school, where the family attends church, where the 
family spends money, where God is in the context of their 
unique family life, what the family spends time on and when 
and how the family gathers on a regular basis.  I think this is 
the most important commandment of all.  Children are and 
ought to be the focus of parents’ lives, otherwise, why have 
them? 
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8. Thou shalt allow thy child to learn by  

suffering consequences. 

9. Thou shalt celebrate thy child’s small successes. 

10. Thou shalt be thy child’s parent. 
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This brochure offers 10 suggestions for im-

proving the home & school relationship.   

To order copies,  

contact csaanysoffice@twc.com or call 518-

280-9807.  


